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NEW YORK, Dec. 18, 2020 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) - Fighting to reduce lengthy sentences for youth. Building a 
network of Black HIV movement lawyers. Tackling structural racism through the power of dance. Organizing 
differently-abled people who have engaged with the criminal justice system. Providing a toolkit to help those 
affected by the criminalization of immigration. 


These are just a few of the projects being undertaken by the 2020 class of Soros Justice Fellows, a mix of artists, 
advocates, organizers, and researchers dedicated to advancing reforms and addressing the ills of the U.S. criminal 
justice system. These 19 fellows, who hail from eight different states, Puerto Rico, and Washington, D.C., will 
receive a stipend of $57,500 to $127,500, for full-time projects lasting between 12 and 18 months. 


"The 2020 class of Soros Justice Fellows begin their work at a critical juncture in American history, coming on the 
heels of a racial justice reckoning heard around the world," said Adam Culbreath, who runs the program along with 
Christina Voight. "Their energy, industry, and diverse approaches to some of the country's toughest challenges give 
me hope that they will build on the energy we saw in the streets this year and lead us to a more just and equitable 
society." 


Among the other projects being undertaken by this year's fellows: an effort to promote healing trends in the 
movement to end mass incarceration; work to explore and develop connections between the environmental and 
climate justice movements and movements to combat punitive policing and prison policies; and a bid to bring an 
abolitionist queer feminist lens to antideportation work in the Southeast Asian community. 


Other fellows will work to help those in the informal economy fight attempts to criminalize their work, research the 
landscape of the sex trade, call out abusive surveillance practices targeting immigrants, combat state violence in 
Puerto Rico, and use beekeeping as a tool to help provide financial opportunity to the formerly incarcerated. 


"It's exciting to see the incredible range of ideas and tools these fellows bring to the cause of advancing justice," 
said Leonard Noisette, who oversees the fellowship program as leader of the Justice team in Open Society-U.S. 
"We are proud to help support the next generation of leaders in the movement to bring this country closer to its 
ideals." 


The 2020 fellows join over 400 other individuals who, since 1997, have received support through the Soros Justice 
Fellowships to build more vibrant and inclusive democracies. 


2020 Soros Justice Fellows 


Wakumi( 


https:/www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=6fL Okiy VCZR8EHa2CatkKjwHoAgRxv842Ae6DZv1GhGaptisPIX2/1t 
aGDSSo1lewYNBXIZNVWaf-ZOwjGd-NqELEHPICfRt9Z4Njig8LvIXaODQ_-HVnI8BADduAX970su15I1go1X1VG- 
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9kJufH2-OwrFWog5-BSNDKyCgamee2hUo= ) Douglas( httos:/www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=WZ- 
DWouTr2zyoNYfFVh6kGkrwYf4euNqcpDWUsko9TQFk4ZxiZovF _oprYrNytRCCIWCbWviSeTpr5y0gNKat1tip9x0c 


MGY5ixrtmbyW8XjQ7KFHK/YRvlht2gFHsGWd6Z-26xio6Jyr RHOgDh2r7kToZt3X07zF9AId5TBYozE= ) will examine 
and promote cutting edge healing justice trends, and tools within the existing movement, to end mass incarceration. 


Shanita Hubbard( 
https:/www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=VOXeOpAT50bLilcsH7AEST87PLG1iG 1i6FDOnvysa2gkd4ajHzSk1 
wx V8o0d-mqDA TJlik-avmogbr1M54A UwntHorgcBcJRUCyuR- 


XXSPwGBo T4nOhw4i12B3ga_XDpocGv6mfKdlezh1J7EkI7NHSJT4t2R7y VOGOISIKpAqnzgDTQS 1jGj- 
tUBQAVilp!Qx ) will develop a podcast series that explores the intersection between environmental racism and the 


prison industrial complex. 


June ( https: //www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=SfFeB_swmKH2LopmSeQt3xWF5 FzvtYaZ5v2_ EpJX- 
ApCmyd_ k1daaUzUYYccjHJGbcloFWZuKGuSGBPsmAilWomhpsc1ENyWWIR_i0QUxRTdw5UDAY8nzsZdqdFH8W 
xZYbgr6JmzYU9VIgl RuzyoGDIBM2fDHrklkW2C Vu6!1icY= )Kuoch( 
httos://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=nJM6VNLL_QOf4eQU0E6MEBYwytrVoamjEQEpAD 19GJQMZdlmL 
gdEbTxwcy9lyl-JDPrixv2dgAgyrTC-A1GP4CSn3zVSVDGZgQemLejTmx4r2z0mHQpt _qLKF- 
kBvdNB8MpiRWyhVuLvStrw8kfbal2bDZI1N9s9ve7IXjQWQ0= ) will use arts-based organizing to catalyze an 
abolitionist queer feminist orientation within the Southeast Asian antideportation movement. 


Xochtil( https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=pgZKmBddScPOJHwoTuJj6- 
RcoHUKwVixgsX YX YJLVyvem7YRn_ wRZEY01 Yu4/D- 
VNVbUK7p3VFOjjOxfrrGobMsjl1Qc_gysMa651eX4bymSJUCKbPgGAK8_Bg-tlajJFpv90EXM5xX-udwC Y- 
tvbL3Ej6ZjcLaA CHPriG7wQuQ= ) 


Larios( 


https:/www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=A3AAco2 O9uecdDOtEj4EwO7IxZ9l1gNrCdesDnnlhUjLgshyp25XT 


HfQo7_6bsL79OxgzMuu0yFatA2hrDiuW6fBp8400G5/P YeROItETQ5Lw8Ca VVkd58FErHt8GUS 1COnvgMflmnJPcbL 
EIiW-1OJAIMUB24q5-nES5AZ_1Yizc= ) will lead a transformational educational opportunity for youth held in Alameda 
County's Juvenile Hall. 


Marilyn Lee( httos://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=k Y6en9kvalkXUcG_yJVcs5S6iDFOn- 


kKJiSgyyRKssQCDdgEx5BIBwFTNaVxDeP6CaLF5DgFGxT 1ispJIr+WNFIYLDVOyIB-k1KxwOlvB_g563aDgnv- 
YLaNwPIP3Sd9Lvh9H2Uv_UCCF6LairHGf-7XJaivhy9_ogXKdY70N7dWk= ) will promote beekeeping as a way for 
formerly and currently incarcerated women and men to achieve financial security, independence, and stability. 


Toya Lewis( 
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=lY9G5hoScEVb2s50 _IsTVCWaqc4 Uva4eRdNRrNFLKsE7rvZLatL7 
3c5FJBeKLWAmMXNXxHB4kOLNIVQKt5ZKKTI7Yitgf RNHL 1g TfvOe92rQ- 


4yBGG4ba17k9r7mcfC TNFdym7NomOKH7cgnuTsqgaAEG8GP-_LLV-7vXYyuF1xEpg= ) will help build a network of 
informal workers to resist and combat their criminalization and promote their collective prosperity. 


Julie Mao(  Attos://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=MrsEk4aPus2yirvaLlw7u5FfGpirxr8znhBlv_Q4nmao- 
sb9_e-GnvzpkCxConL0o_oivCb5JZWC1KxFW3dxxX YADBRSgqza4OffAk9auB58Vq75X0ZLO--AgtsqZgiz71Yj- 

[Kn _WEFiruoN-1DqvyJUQ2uPIPVBCBV3sRn_ FMME= ) will challenge mass migrant prosecutions and government 
surveillance, and work with immigrant families and organizers to tell the story of the harms such prosecutions and 
surveillance cause. 


Mari( https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=QLw3jR-B90ukmMXHI7OHxOKswtC Vnd YFuaxi- 
TOgCAzLst3zFp!16- 

eaRCnA2ktLkxDS6MytzzjT2Ml3PvL5FHEabOGWNgqz5J5tQO 1xcw9WzdNSPyl2UPRHZAixeeFXX )a( 
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=O3B1aPNgMLwsZdlCk0xp9Zm8DaqJhgxilY1g28zo3qmdyw2- 
2neltA7bgkc32yaSeilY43EahhCMIMJN#l1Zaa848ed3W1uxRApps26F2bsOTpLn02BT101NovowtlS5c )  Mari( 
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https:/www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=2rd5hzp6-ZwZ7k Ystx ROQQXTOZQ1GaAg3miJWssSgaLloM- 
LA8Iw92ku8tPD_bWBsiSGyFCHpIYSnbwNNepr_nGitfJojQoRFgo9tE6sRNMFatkK4QL4B-ZWo YrzrJXKK )-( 
https:/www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=k7CfDQdnQUaPskL VCmLZwjWinYMXs8W576GFXjW5lawllsRLOP 
VO2ZecRZstU4NY2bgDh9qV1wxpByl Da9N9PlaPcLrKwYtB7fGAQUOxS6dmf52ZPmgqs8MQFwqF VwXVP 
)NarvAjez( https://www. globenewswire.com/ Tracker ?data=0Q2k2vZOsXwtA26j7MsFBOQdKIK4fr8vzlp- 


f9x4AIKQysyPTIUEb3LtEFM6PS2Y984B_cF 3dGlvBh2gPHCNn3SYSrkil4U5idgr3Gfj6DB9iGmHyivWFsQnr2U1R8iE7 
h6Eepl3YJINan7C4UqhCxA== ) will document and combat state violence in Puerto Rico. 


Jeremy McQueen( 
https:/www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=fwBCMe7QuYcppDSA_fYrMHVzbFdTCaVa5éi7wSsZLiifW2o0ekbmf 
y8ZGFgunDWJl0SjzZnu5ifDkg7dhPscbUwURPxGps820HW9jbWHDduM9Y YAZ2WXITyF4Ajy3Gxh_pomedbxMwC 
hyFFsEJirQ@aBsWPhsFEjJFmhy8g Yw8guEa7wI 8AVdBXUs_SXzuzist ) will develop a four-part dance film exploring 
systemic racism and injustices through the real-life accounts of New York City youth embroiled in the justice 
system. 


Jazmarie( https:/www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=nymAdkKts4Eq!l_nNNu2xbk- 
mpAduTt1PmkvAGjdSEd7RIOKIxj/Aoe7X6ici9ghC Tnd5Fsa8kkKze0T8TmkYx-ScQax9wjlSW4-tZfgawxrCXsWV- 
wb2EkixXs5DY RhudwnxXtiv9De YS YZIlQtaldaAfNI6FE6seHmCT TAcmpfPCigo= ) Melendez( 
https:/www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=8X VIyWHDRzu Yl0mFtC5m3E VolkcRLwxDom1sCUNnI8iXoP6x8ZAV 
Vn7LKOvaUZi16CyBA VzjlIHVD6dy2x YRd47aok7kDjfLJ6GOcPG vb6ojEt - 


p3dB3p8xXmijjuHnPDPc2HxNbF4yOXBO3FTr_fx2HJRZicylfUx8ilrGRvf9M1qzUinHe2BKJU13xYVeS1P ) will build 
a movement of young people who are most harmed by policing and immigration enforcement, empowering them to 


challenge how these intersecting systems impact their lives. 


Elizeth( httos://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=pGzBHy- 
dfXu80NUA3E_SDxMJzeu2Vf5li7eebgKsF 91121 jF9PQY9yMsigfEJ90y5-PsXDvSZk_rOYobUPRYHrjaZATXB- 
mRZNuUMCGLWHk08TDkSHmpNBs!rBYqg8JddASGvazdNto VyhxLivbwS7YtSQNO_f4WmWXSkkqLugHW6Z- 
HkKmVy7G4pk7AEV37h ) 


Virrueta( httos://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=NCdXPw24k2OH7ub- 
nog5bV56X8zNpbgAS5dA8gO71wsilb3_untNiUf8AbdjhgkKadikBRaqgiH2YPLayv_iFmwKdbgEK45QR790R67- 
c86YxS5SOYVPQ6Nm0Y9F-ZE1WYW5mxpvzcYLCNcaByDaVXSUGxRrFzvewhHaT1_- 
ZseoSnXxqzeSyezJBkAlWpnUJ27InK ) Ortiz( 
https:/www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=sgipkgqo8Ooyq YxjGwbLirZ9GaVLaJhhXLjidUX8Cdv_KYQEDSeHv2 


CXZneJRmtlbdBWsLdii2pl2Ccl23W17MeNtCxxbSJScQmhJIXS0-j7IOWVE6cC6sQi9vOG6juxPMr_1TYJLBQWQ7QOa- 
2cgwkbgjaNhMwS8N7d6MuP36ibp61VUKNCd2bSII7_aa7OF9lzm ), through the Resistance Sin Fronteras project, 
will build the power of migrant and monolingual Spanish-speaking families impacted by police violence. 


Eric Paulk( 


https :/www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=n0uypGgzXqUj59rsUdlezyGKIN5iCC9 YbGH82cGlin5wZ4g YDnAG6 


XV8YDBgYbNDkKIAWxv73pn1N9g7LRAOAUBhK7PYxXEIfOE6ZKQR_J6Rn9OVe77R- 
2b0bVBYw6SexbPMSBurzmqmav6uDzxu0 Y9HjicWagDCDnMkw676MkpM4Q= ) will build a nationwide network of 
Black HIV movement lawyers to protect, defend, and support people living with HIV. 


Siwatu-Salama( 
https:/www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=kGOdshjtJbStON1PrssCLzhxQkJDL_nrZSApW4Fcd2RZxhC_sxxcB 
g8BrBNUS3hIOaA97tKRWieMfy_Sm1IlSo8BC3MxLNKHb89BZBuZbD7yFbPYxKFbVXIxuFZ9vUux9uiiKXizS4t1 Rw- 
ySOFLWGzXrHXwD9u9PRkxXfWerQmo0Q36RXTQhI1Sj8szVivgliMR ) Ra( 
https:/www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=mjguVMGOdHCfQomLPH4vj9IqNa- 
jalabRqgOBMp5rpjDvNz3GJvbp9C VDvRb6krj4imRRh4i0dbhS WHzgqligJKm8tkK6Hi4FFQBvvANOC5kK3whv40VyQj5 


oYonDhHBADX1FkK-cDpKypH3GvzcbSC8stGkzcObpFO6mv4CeS-jyftW4= ) will draw upon the leadership of 
formerly incarcerated people to build bridges between and power within the environmental and climate justice 
movements and the prison abolition and defund police movements. 
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Aishah( 

https:/www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=J2B80FEDQY7RMmvQJVVBgc90FJObP50kAkRmIPQ y6YWt_1nY 
ZA4d2fxj31P1xTTyMmZ6sNe4TSWBIlo0siTbwPSi25bBiz3qutPodd29g5AviLCNDUMNz- 

V9GCuzmT0Q2zXbimL GiKCOOCqgWJFad1fgzauBNWLa7tQhvwRANLR7Ii5vUekhzIDcj11Kxf0Aj5z ) 


Shahidah( 

https:/www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=E4Dg6PGdx6Q8Hv0ouxFh6P6HFMFZpxX TFZu8A41bUXb3EHG7Q 
OB5xfS 10j-toD9yDVa6CBYFkxa9QiINGRVR9U7Yk2kWijb- 

DCFZhxX49jtiE2 Ib6Dvz0qgZGhg430Msk8q_lixlQuos9yVYB2NGo7IHiK9jnnEgiGF1ZHkwQoV3aav13ow21z6aBmcb 
WYabiKiG ) Simmons( 
https:/www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=61T TfSgqgAewyf0 TmATChQtquEfkGONwgLG9nE8LF5 sIA2DbqCC 
wDsh6agay VPRax4CpcwkDMRi8mAor YHH3gXb8 Y43J1CBLOyqVbyG6Uz7Ro0iAaumEjHftuOZVVAQK6V/IDMe7hc 
7xounY/3rtahOknosk920ZRyt0gsgpxJUzlaF4lkeHZcLODbOHD -T3W ) will use storytelling to explore survivor- 
centered ways to disrupt and end childhood and adult sexual violence without relying on the criminal justice system. 


Phal ( https:/www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=RPbyXo0Z3TyZD-lescDI30FTk36 VwV4WCevylzCFDV- 
ShbWz6pr6!l8C Twzqsq1sizkuc2MtVY Mg0zwvadk O8PIPzIMvrDUjjeS5hE 7tUbh- 
qgG7e11nSCoJRbF7hS2hteNUMXdaH1ASNWpUbeo ksSi4wUSV97nVOugfglaHR45X_w= )Sok( 
https:/www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=DxGaxbE Yyd0s/8uD6 VialmG548P31mU9jpLoTHyQniEUjFVINA_7 
VGL4wIRtAvibgDU6aLJj_D4y1bQaP7WZICRD9KDMqu- 


5vDtEJtyJfqwO5WZOgp6KZ_MhD3mns21wxxid0exl1oSShizY_ Y6ESJn6Ta2g2brxX5ygMXirVVgQ= ) will create an 
action-oriented, community-based toolkit that explains the history of immigration policy and its criminalization. 


Tamisha Walker( 
https:/www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=kP8_ P8KskZdhPVa0FyBajSsdJGn4dmRvxX2JuNLebXNM4f- 
O0EcG521uEBL7Nrz3AuK1f27FRiHTzs6yFmH4hZz0doeLutXJ5aSHZ/Utind8s RvaL9AW|q1FOlfvatEpQadA!Wa-- 


MC7YntUnRtDageh gXrap8yC5VNB_ECDwUnlH4Xhpuj6Q8qg70Q sX8hBe ) will research current and past 
movements for mass liberation to help inform current and future efforts to advocate for social change. 


Denali Wilson( https:/www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=RnaHkvNeyBe- 
hZchGiYEbJ2PrbdGq6tzGw9OsfAQ@PfRiJd2JTFR- 


4wq950PCz1w9jJvHdn YHESHJJBKiIWVwim3Qhu9C6PSLrQoEo0eGKfHWvIbUYS26s2smomWoll6S19bLo0nIG8 
QcU5MhcJGdp4isyESShsi/j2F9Tr_r7Ug7PHlirDr1IOGHKR3ImVIgG ) will serve youth charged in adult courts in New 
Mexico by litigating excessive and extreme sentences and fighting for policy change. 


Waleisah( https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=f7aM-NXCH9FQx1e6ININW_4-u143mMSbGuxXky9Xx- 
8LQUBo_kU2RypRAIxjOj1 YfoQykFqVkthg9wuCllhixicmJuV1BZOgil4w Ywrm3mD8jiwBMv4SsrQxawK3RvTcxVn6hx 
8Db_l8sqSeQYDPNuURYce6BxwZvJo20BRaa-eMvWA= ) Wilson( 
httos://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=ty-aBVFbA8eWHRKGQ@e _ JxXrl8OK730m- 


WO2a!7ft5svPFkxE1DLyWxcZXtM6G7Fp13VqiUG6bXqSbRVo_ gOYoq2SP5qm7wggj3nMnixuoaPB36gqdywnYWP 
HXWnRWbrA1b4AXHIm40j5BcZlk19qgUofUSnvXAWNMtkwrmwJFeN8rY= ) will mobilize differently-abled people in 
the U.S. South who have been directly impacted by arrest, conviction, incarceration, probation, or parole. 


Connie ( 
https:/www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data= _ COULM5mg9ZdvkHYYTw8GXMhXaUa_iNfr63TwKWhGuPi1cZh 
MwpYWpCk-PTUFh- 

8KW5ZLA 10HBg6uuEtOPzXrLbx8 1tVZcv5nImAPuuDd5k3sveWCWihTRx9txa68IPTYlowDDn3fd9hCncekxuxMhi_GS 
WU7CpDfNez HL5Up5Y= \Wun( 
https:/www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=B3piXC YvH1gXRMhZg7_Z5NwfbgohaDM2DyCSmsQaFCW49hher 


ZBVabVsxzfso_vI9tl1Yk_ VCcTKxsboxGGbammLUhXtsZ4HYBsdQh8WrhwHDNunH9rlgavbDXow&8rwYbhVVuiTH 
TsEszawHoDM2yID4sjC YBve80Fx79h6V3xg= ) will research the sex trade landscape, and, partnering with those 


who have participated in the trade, highlight the experiences of Black, Indigenous, women, girls, and gender 
nonconforming communities of color. 
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